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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and
IEC (the International Electrotechnical Commission) together
form a system for worldwide standardization as a whole.
National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC participate in
the development of International Standards through technical
committees established by the respective organization to deal
with particular fields of technical activity. SO and IEC technical
committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other inter-
national organizations, governmental and non-governmental,
in liaison with 1SO and IEC, also take part in the work.
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Phdesirably would

This second edition of Guide 33 was drawn up by the 1IS@
mittee on conformity assessment, ISO/CASCO. It
approved by the |IEC Council in August 1988 and by the
Council in September 1988.

role of manufacturers’ déslaration \of conformity through nor-
mal manufacturer/customer relationship, Council resolutions
have emphasized the preparation”of guidance documents on
third party certification and assessment procedures in order
that national systems may be compatible with one another so
as to facilitate bilateral and multilateral agreements.

Whilst these documents are intended to provide guidance, it is
hoped that any changes from the documents made in intro-
ducing systems nationally would be minimal. In recognizing
that some countries may choose to adopt the Guides directly,
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Introduction

Inspection is an important component, associated with other
activities, including certification, that assists in national and in-
ternational trade. Considerations of competence, impartiality
and integrity are fundamental to the acceptability of the inspec-
tion process. Users of the inspection service must be guided by
this fact in making the choice of inspection bodies that they
employ. This judgement must be seen to be exercised in an ac-
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ISO/IEC GUIDE 39 : 1988 (E)

General requirements for the acceptance
of inspection bodies

1 Scope

This Guide sets out general criteria, the observance of which is
intended to provide that the services of inspection bodies are
conducted with technical competence, impartiality, confiden-
tiality and thoroughness, careful observation and accurate
reporting by competent qualified staff, and to serve the needs
of individual users, national government, local government,
certification, accreditation and other bodies, as they relate to

certification and related activities.

NOTES

1 The inspection body or the functions it performs could/fe aq in-
tegral part of a certification or other body, or it could be a\separate
entity.

2 Where an inspection body carries out its function on behal{ of a cer:
tification body, it is normally required to work to the specific, instr
tions of the certification body.

2 References
ISO/IEC Guide 2 : 1986,

concerning standardization ang

1SO 8402 : 1986, Quality — Y
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